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Our Mission: 
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Dear Parents: 

 

We want to personally welcome your child to Kindergarten. The first year in school is a great 

adventure away from home for children, and is very important to later achievement in school. 

 

This booklet has been prepared to assist you in helping your child make the happiest and best possible 

adjustment to kindergarten and the many new experiences of school. We feel that the information 

presented in this booklet can help the home and school become joint partners to better help your 

child reach his/her potential. 

 

Why Kindergarten? 

 

The aim of kindergarten is to provide a basic foundation for your child’s education. It is a program 

geared to make the transition from home to school as smooth as possible, and to make each child’s 

first experience with school a successful and happy one. 

 

The kindergarten program is designed to help stimulate a good self-concept, providing each child with 

many experiences of achievement. Kindergarten children will work and create independently and learn 

to cooperate with others in a group. The program will provide opportunities for social and emotional 

development, inspire language development, and expand physical and mental growth. 
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DEVELOPMENTAL  

OBJECTIVES OF KINDERGARTEN 
 
Children are alike in many ways. Each goes through the same stages of growth, yet 

each is different from all others. 

 

In most instances, kindergarten children start school on the basis of their age. 

However, all five-year-old children have not reached the same level of development. 

Each child is as “old as his/her behavior”. 

 

You cannot make a child learn, but you can help him/her to be able to learn and to 

want to learn. The attitude a child develops may help or hinder the ability to learn. 

 

In kindergarten, a child prepares not only for his/her future years in school, but also for the rest of 

his/her life. Sometimes, a child has not matured enough to have a successful educational experience. 

Past experience has shown that if there is any doubt as to whether or not a child is mature enough, it 

may be best to allow him/her another year of growth before entering kindergarten. Your child’s 

preschool teacher can help with this difficult decision.  

 

Language: 

In kindergarten, great emphasis is placed on listening activities and language development. The 

development of speech is a continual process. Speech sounds are acquired slowly and speech develops 

gradually. 

 

Children are able to understand language before they can speak. They then first learn to communicate 

with a single word or idea and through increased experience, learn to communicate at more complex 

levels. Through language, children learn to try out their own ideas, express their concerns, their social 

attitudes, and to communicate with both adults and with their peers. The way others respond to the 

child will either reinforce his/her language development or frustrate it. 

 

In kindergarten, language skills include: 

1. Story orientation - listening to and recalling, stories, as well as creating original stories. 

2. Organization - categorizing objects and learning to sequence events. 

3. Picture orientation - determining the main subject of a story and noting the details about the 

story. 

4. Picture-word relationships - the concept that words are descriptions of pictures. 
 

Readiness: 

Readiness skills are pre-reading skills needed before formal instruction begins. These skills include:  

1. perceptual and auditory skills (visually seeing differences in objects or letters, and listening to 

and hearing differences in sounds) 

2. motor skills (general physical coordination or fine eye-hand coordination) 

3. language skills (organizing thoughts and relating to others) 
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4. listening skills (giving attention and following directions) 

5. writing first name and identifying the letters in the name 

6. reading skills (identifying at least half the letters of the alphabet) 

7. showing a desire to read (enjoying readiness activities) 

8. number knowledge (Counting and identifying numbers to 10, etc.) 
 

Speech: 

 to develop the ability to talk with others 

 to become more expressive and to improve vocabulary 

 to use verbal skills to solve problems 

 to be able to listen to others 

 to exchange ideas and ask questions 

 to become familiar with nursery rhymes, stories and poems 

 to listen to stories and directions and retell them 

 to improve ability for simple recall (remembering) and sequence (ordering) 

 

Social and Emotional Development: 

 to develop a positive self image 

 to follow directions willingly 

 to begin a development of responsibility 

 to increase self-reliance 

 to develop self-control 

 to display good manners 

 to enhance curiosity 

 to explore new concepts and ideas willingly 

 to become both a leader and a follower 

 to share belongings and experiences 

 to respect others’ rights, to wait for turns 

 to participate as a part of a group 

 

Academic Growth: 

 to master positional works (in, on, under, beside, behind, in front of, next to, in back of) 

 to develop an understanding of math readiness through counting, ordering and seriation of objects 

(largest to smallest), one-to-one correspondence (each object having a count of one number) 

 to build reading readiness skills 

 to identify color and shape, match patterns, classify objects and pictures,     

      and identify similarities and differences. 

 to create an awareness of sounds in the environment, clapping patterns through   

      listening, and recalling numbers or words (repeating ta, ta, tee, tee, ta, or 4, 3, 7, 2, etc.) 
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Physical Growth: 

 to become aware of main body parts 

 to develop large muscle coordination (running, skipping, jumping, hopping, bouncing and catching a 

ball, etc.) 

 to build fine motor skills (cutting, coloring, gluing, tracing on lines, stringing beads, etc.) 

 

Special Activities: 

 

Music activities encourage children: 

 to appreciate and enjoy music 

 to develop self-expression through movement,  

speech, and playing instruments.  

 to become aware of the basic vocabulary and concepts of music 

 

Physical Education activities encourage children: 

 to enjoy and appreciate group games 

 to develop muscular strength and endurance 

 to release emotions by controlled physical means 

 to develop teamwork by playing individual and group games 

 

Art activities encourage children to: 

 identify art around us & purposes for creating art 

 explore how art is impacted by history and culture 

 develop self-expression 

 employ techniques for using a variety of art materials 

 strengthen visual perceptual abilities and motor skills 

 

Makerspace/STEM activities encourage children: 

 to develop critical thinking and problem solving skills 

 to build perseverance 

 to use technology to do basic coding and facilitate learning throughout the entire curriculum 

 

Library activities encourage children: 

 to properly care for their library books 

 to strengthen responsibility for books checked in and out 

 to identify parts of a book 

 to recognize information as fiction or non-fiction 

 to discuss the role of an author and illustrator 

 to explore and learn to appreciate the world of reading 
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COOPERATION BETWEEN HOME AND SCHOOL 
 

Cooperation between parents and teachers is very important during your child’s years in school. Both 

the parents and the school are partners in the total education of the child. Any concerns that may 

arise should be brought to the teacher’s attention. If your child develops or already has a particular 

fear or dislike, it may be overcome more easily if both the parents and the school are informed and 

work together cooperatively. 

 

How Parents Can Help 

1. Let your child share in home responsibilities, conversations, and activities. 

2. Give your child duties around the house to develop self-confidence and responsibility. (Putting 

away toys, taking out the trash, setting the table, etc.) 

3. Establish a regular pattern for sleep (10 hours), meals (keep snacks to a minimum), and play. 

4. Teach your child to get dressed independently (how to put on, take off, and hang up outer 

clothing). This includes zipping, buttoning, and tying.  

5. Be sure your child listens to others and can follow one and two-step directions and check to see 

that the directions are carried out. 

6. Teach your child to share with and help others (brothers, sisters, pets, etc.). 

7. Teach appropriate safety procedures.  

8. Supervise viewing of TV programs 

 

Before School Begins 

1. Read and discuss nursery rhymes, poems, and stories to your child to stimulate a love of good 

books. 

2. Talk to your child about how to be a friend. 

3. Discourage “baby talk”. 

4. Discuss experiences your child has had and places he/she has been (zoo, fire station, farm, etc.). 

5. Provide opportunities to play and share with other children and make friends. 

6. Teach your child his/her full name, parents’ names, address, and phone number. When learning to 

print his/her name, he/she should use both capital and lower case letters (John, Mary). 

7. Teach your child to be independent about appropriate self-help and toilet habits. 

8. Encourage your child to look forward to kindergarten as a happy friendly place. 
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Once School Begins 

1. Make sure labels are on all outer personal belongings, with both first and last names (jackets, 

sweaters, boots, mittens, books, show and tell objects, backpacks, lunch boxes, etc.). 

2. Encourage regular attendance and punctuality. 

3. When you bring your child to school the first day, your child’s fears and tears will best be 

overcome if you do not linger. (Sometimes the first day of school is more difficult for the 

parents.) 

4. Show interest in the work your child brings home to help develop a good self-concept. Admire 

those “immature” pictures. Encourage him/her to explain them and talk about them. 

5. When asking your child what happened during his day in kindergarten, ask what happened first, 

second, and after that. If you ask to have things listed in order, it will eliminate answers of 

“nothing” or “we just played”. 

6. Recognize that each child is different and that some develop faster than others. 

7. All children become discouraged. Help your child to be happy in the activities he/she can do well, 

but not to shed tears or give up when difficulties occur. Each child needs to feel he/she is loved, 

that he/she belongs, and that his/her successes outweigh his/her failures. 

8. If you help your child with lessons, kindness will win out.  Allow your child to complete as much as 

possible independently. 

9. Remember, a parent is the child’s first and most important teacher. 
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ATTENDANCE AND HEALTH 

 

Your child should attend school each day he/she is well. Every absence, even part of a school day, 

interferes with your child’s progress at school. Each subject is taught in sequence, which builds 

understanding and correct habits of study. In order to be ready for new steps in learning, your child 

must have mastered the previous steps and be sufficiently ready to profit from new materials. 

 

Students should be excluded from school with the following symptoms: 

 

1. Temperature 100’ or above (the students should remain home until free of fever for 24 hours 

without being treated with a fever-reducing medicine). 

2. Severe cold, cough, sore throat, sneezing, headache.  

3. Severe nose bleed that cannot be stopped with ordinary first aid.  

4. Vomiting, upset stomach and diarrhea (Free from vomiting and diarrhea for 24 hours w/o 

medication help) 

5. Overly tired, run down. 

6. Suspicion of contagious diseases, especially if child has been exposed. 

7. Undiagnosed and/or untreated skin rash.  

8. Red watery eyes or purulent draining eyes. 

9. Live head lice, may return to school after treatment.  

10. Influenza, to be kept at home 7 days following onset of illness.  

11. Emotional crisis (plus referral to guidance department) 

Please notify your child’s teacher and the school as soon as possible as to the reason for any absence. 

To leave absentee information, dial 422-8500 or email the office staff at jussery@usd232.org or 

tkasparek@usd232.org. 

 

If a child is injured or becomes ill at school, the parents will be notified. If the parents are not 

available, then the person designated to be called in an emergency will be contacted. Be sure to keep 

the school notified of any changes in telephone numbers, addresses, places of work, and emergency 

contacts.  

 

Each child has a permanent Health Record on which pertinent health information is recorded. Please 

keep the school notified of any health problems. All information is kept confidential. Please contact 

the school office to discuss any health problems or attendance concerns.  

 

IMPORTANT 

 

All absences that have not been excused by parent contact either by phone or email, on the same day 

of the absence will recorded as unexcused. It is the responsibility of the parent or guardian to have 

an unexcused absence cleared with the office or the absence will remain unexcused permanently. 

Students that are 30 or more minutes late to class will be listed as absent unexcused. After hours 

absentee line is 422-3497.  If there is a change in routine at home or in the method of 

transportation, please send an email or a note to the teacher and office to prevent confusion 

for both the child and the teacher. 

mailto:jussery@usd232.org
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STUDENT DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP 

 

Student safety is our highest priority at CCE. Breakfast is served from 8:15 – 8:30 a.m. every day. 

Students may enter the building through the office for breakfast beginning at 8:15am. As a reminder, 

if students are not eating breakfast or attending JCPRD, they should be dropped off beginning at 

8:30am. Students will wait outside until doors open at 8:30am. Please be aware, we do not have staff 

on duty outside until 8:30am.  

 

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH ACCOUNTS 

 

A student must have funds in their lunch account to pay for breakfast and lunch. How do you set up a 

lunch account for your child? It’s easy!! Just write a check to Clear Creek in the amount you would like 

to deposit into their account. Remember to include your child’s name on the memo line of your check. 

Please call the office for more information at 422-8700. 
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Activities to Practice Skills at Home 

 

It is through your modeling that your child learns the importance of reading  

and that learning is a life-long activity. 
 

Social: 
 Invite friends to come and play 

 Encourage using good manners 

 Begin playing simple board and card games 
 

Fine Motor: 
 Make available a dry-erase board 

 Pencil grips may be put onto pencils to help with learning correct finger placement 

 Puzzles (helps reasoning skills too) 

 Have scissors available upon request and with your supervision 

 Small diameter markers are easy for small hands to use 

 Play-Dough, sewing cards, stringing beads or pasta, and blocks of all sizes are good for muscle 
development 

 

Gross Motor: 
 Encourage play with balls (grasp/release) 

 Bike riding 

 Outside play – swings, climbing bars, balance activities 

 Take nature walks 

 

Language: 
 Talk about the day, encourage sequencing by using words such as then, next, first, second… 

 Go to the library for story hours 

 Encourage listening to taped stories, songs, etc… 

 Model correct language and full sentences 

 READ TO YOUR CHILD DAILY 

 

 

 

Your model is the strongest teaching tool your child experiences.  Through your modeling, your 

child learns the importance of reading and that learning is a life-long activity.  

 

 

 

 
 


